
The 2008 Fall Seminar was held in Eatontown, NJ the weekend of September 
12-14. The NJ State Board #1 was the host and they pulled out all of the stops 
as they wined and dined all those in attendance. Thanks to Art Harmon and his 
committee for taking care of all the details. Speaking of attendance, we may 
have set a record for the number of interpreters that were there representing 
their local boards.

The festivities started off with an outstanding golf tournament with over 
100 golfers participating.  Of course the weather was beautiful, the food was 
sumptuous and the prizes rewarded the good or lucky golfers.

The hospitality room opened on Wednesday evening and did not close until 
coffee was served on Sunday morning. The variety and quantity of food was 
unmatched.  Everyone raved at the organized approach to the running of the 
hospitality room. IAABO tips its hat to the hard work of the co chairpersons 
Dennis Millevoi, Nelson Ribon and their committee.

The sessions began early on Friday morning.  Starting with a welcome from 
President Felix Addeo and announcements by new Executive Director Tom 
Lopes, the stage was set for a meaningful seminar.

Craig Bradley, Bd. 70 PA, led off with his Crew of (continued on page 3)

IAABO has improved the foul procedure 
mechanic.  For the upcoming season, the 
ruling offi cial will report to the opposite side 
of the basketball court after reporting a foul 
and assume the proper free throw or throw in 
position.

For the past few years, the “tableside” 
mechanic has been the procedure. The move to 
the tableside mechanic was primarily instituted 
from the urging of some collegiate coaches 
so that communication with the foul ruling 
offi cial would be more convenient for brief 
communication. This change resulted in too 
much dialogue.  Too often it was initiated by 
the offi cial and often the offi cial’s attention was 
averted from the task at hand. These factors did 
not help the game’s atmosphere, the game itself 
or the offi ciating.

For many years the Crew of Three Mechanics 
required that the ruling offi cial report the foul 
then move to the opposite side of the court. This 
change then is simply a return to what worked  
and served the game well.

 Crew of Three Mechanic Change

(continued on page 13)
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Board 6 Connecticut Interpreter, Peter Palermino 
provided an outstanding presentation on traveling at the 
annual fall seminar in Eatontown, New Jersey.

Reporting offi cial moves briskly around players to reporting area, observing both benches, 
then reports foul. Free (nonruling) offi cials freeze vision, observe all players while moving 
to new positions.
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IAABO Handbooks and Membership Materials 

All IAABO handbooks and membership materials have been shipped to board secretaries 
and each individual member.  Each member is entitled to receive a handbook (high school 
or NCAA), an IAABO membership card and a Refresher Examination.  Members who have 
not received their handbook and membership materials should immediately contact their 
local board secretary.

Roger MacTavish, Chairman, Rules 
Examination Committee

Dennis Millevoi and NBA Offi cial and Author Bob 
Delaney with his book cover, Covert.

NBA Offi cial Bob Delaney in a light 
moment during his presentation

Dan Shepardson, Interpreter, Bd. 105 VT, 
provides instruction

A packed house attended the High School Rules Changes session
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SITUATION 1: The offi cials go to their designated positions to 
observe the pregame warm-ups. They discover that the new free-
throw lane-space marking lines have not been put on the court. 
RULING: The offi cials shall direct game management to put two 
temporary 2 inch by 8 inch markings in the appropriate locations. 
Based on individual state guidelines, the offi cials may also need 
to submit a special report to the state association to report that the 
court is not in compliance with NFHS court specifi cations. (1-5-2; 
8-1-4)

SITUATION 2: A team has members with No. 0 and No. 00 
listed in the scorebook and it is discovered (a) with 14 minutes on 
the clock prior to the game, (b) with 8 minutes on the clock prior 
to the game or (c) after the game starts. RULING: In (a), changes 
can be made without penalty. In (b), if a number is changed in 
the scorebook, a team technical is charged.  The 
offended team is awarded two free throws and a 
throw-in at the division line to begin the game. 
The arrow is toward the offending team. If no 
changes are made to the scorebook, no infraction 
has occurred. In (c), after the game starts, there 
is no infraction if only one of the team members 
(No. 0 or No. 00) participates. If the second 
team member wishes to participate, the result 
is an illegal number when “discovered.” The 
penalty is a direct technical foul on the head 
coach for an illegal uniform. Two free throws 
and a division line throw-in for the offended 
team and loss of coaching box privileges 
for the offending coach. The second team 
member (with the illegal uniform number) may 
participate without further penalty and is NOT 
required to change his/her number. Another 
possibility exists after the game starts when one 
of the team members wants to change his/her number 
prior to participating. The result is a team technical foul (no 
loss of coaching box) for changing the scorebook. COMMENT: 
No team should have both No. 0 and No. 00 on its regular roster. 
The infraction is likely due to bringing a player up or down a level. 
Therefore, it is possible the team has access to other legal uniforms 
to replace a uniform with an illegal number. (3-4-3d; 10-1-2; 10-
5-4)

SITUATION 3: The home team wishes to honor a teammate 
by putting his/her initials on the headbands and wristbands worn 
by the team. RULING: Illegal; headbands and wristbands must 
be unadorned. The only permissible adornment is either one 
manufacturer’s logo or the school mascot/logo. The illegal items 
must be removed or made legal in order for a team member to 
participate. The initials may be put in the side insert or above the 
neckline of the team jersey. (3-5-3b, c; 3-4-2c)

SITUATION 4: A1 is using black pre-wrap around the entire 
head to keep his/her hair in place. In addition, A1 is wearing a 
black, moisture-absorbing headband above the pre-wrap, around 
the entire head. RULING: Illegal; only one headband is permitted 
to be worn. One of the headbands must be removed in order for A1 
to participate. (3-5-3b)

SITUATION 5: A1 is wearing a red headband and one red 
wristband on each wrist below the elbow. Red is the torso color 

of the team jersey. A1 is also wearing a multicolored “scrunchie” 
to secure the hair in a ponytail. RULING: Legal; devices used to 
control the hair and that do not go around the entire head, are not 
considered headbands and, therefore, are not required to meet the 
same restrictions. (3-5-3d)

SITUATION 6: Team A is trailing by three points when A2 
attempts a three-point try at the end of the game.  A2 releases the 
try and is fouled in the act of shooting. The whistle for the foul is 
followed immediately by the horn sounding and the clock at 0:00.  
The try is unsuccessful.  RULING:  The offi cials are permitted to 
put time back on the game clock if there is defi nite knowledge of 
the correct time or information relative to the time that elapsed 
after the whistle blew and before the fi nal horn sounded. If time 
is put back on the game clock, A2 will attempt three free throws 

with the lane spaces occupied. If the offi cials 
cannot determine the amount of time remaining 
or determine that there is no time remaining, 
A2 will attempt three free throws with the lane 
spaces cleared. (5-10-1; 8-1-3) 

SITUATION 7: While the ball is at the 
disposal of A1 for a free throw, B1, along 
the lane line, steps out of the lane space. The 
offi cial displays the appropriate delay signal. 
Five seconds later, A2, along the lane line, steps 
into the lane followed by A1 releasing the free 
throw. The ball enters the basket. RULING: A2’s 
violation followed B1’s; therefore, the second 
violation is ignored and the try is successful. 
COMMENT: The penalty only addresses one 
violation being followed by the other. There 
is no timeframe associated with “followed by” 
in the rule; therefore, the second violation is 
ignored. (9-1-3d Penalty 4a)

SITUATION 8: A1 is dribbling in his/her frontcourt 
when B1 defl ects the ball into A’s backcourt. The ball is bouncing 

toward the end line in A’s backcourt while A1 and B1 give chase. 
B1 and A1 each contact the ball, but neither gains control. Finally, 
after numerous attempts by each player, A1 gains possession deep 
in A’s backcourt. When does the 10-second count begin anew for 
Team A? RULING: The count starts as soon as the ball goes into 
the backcourt since team control has not ended.  (4-12-3; 9-8)

SITUATION 9: Team members are leaving for the locker room 
at halftime when a fan taunts a member of the visiting team. The 
visiting team member immediately reacts, goes toward the fan and 
gets in a fi ght with him/her. RULING: The referee rules a fl agrant 
technical foul on the visiting team member for fi ghting and he/she 
is ejected. Since he/she is a team member during intermission, an 
indirect technical foul is also charged to the head coach (loss of 
coaching box). The referee is also within his/her authority to assess 
a team technical foul for unsporting behavior on the spectator. If 
this occurs, the technical fouls are offsetting since they occur at 
the same time. The penalties are the same with the exception of 
bench personnel being ejected. If both technical fouls are assessed, 
each team begins the second half with one foul toward the team-
foul count and play begins at the point of interruption, which is an 
alternating-possession throw-in to begin the third quarter. (10-1-8; 
10-4-1g) 
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Live Ball and Dead Ball
“Route 2-10…It is a Dead End”

She blew that Fox-40 Whistle with her hand over her head
Alas, it was a moment of silence because the ball was dead

Before the ball is at the disposal of free thrower heed this warning
The ball remains dead and there is time for mourning

When the referee is ready and all movement does cease
The ball remains dead until that time of the ball release

The longest dead ball period there will always be
During that pre-game interval until the fi rst toss by the referee

Be positive and friendly when offi ciating and you will survive
You will know when the ball is dead if you know when it is live

Instruct the scorers and timers before the game does begin
Eliminate those correctable errors and stay off Route 2-10

Master those mechanics and study the casebook and the rules
Never go on the basketball court without all the tools

Love that game that can shift from the ridiculous to the profound
Be the maestro of the game and always be mechanically sound

Follow a fi tness program and insist on a physical each year
Spend quality time with your family and those you hold dear

Never forgo those special moments with family, husband or wife
Enjoy the game to the fullest and make it a part of your life

Ken R Estabrooks, Board 102, Ontario
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Two Mechanics presentation using some unusual props.  He had 
everyone’s attention as he made suggestions on how to teach these 
mechanics to beginning offi cials.

Alan Goldberger, Bd. 33 NJ, then took the podium to bring us 
up to date with the latest on legal issues that affect offi cials and 
the variations by state of these laws.  It was a very interesting 
presentation with warnings and guidelines to follow in games. 
There were many questions which stimulated good discussion on 
offi cial’s liability.

Free throw administration and throw in procedures was the 
topic for Jeff Smith, Bd. 10 CT, who talked about the new lane 
positions for players and the change for the lead’s position on the 
end line.

The NCAA rule changes and points of emphasis were handled 
by John Cahill, who worked the 2008 NCAA Championship game. 
He was insightful and related some personal experiences that 
brought a few smiles as it was easy to relate to those situations. 
Much time was spent on the re-organization of Rule 10 and the 
new designation for technical fouls.

Traveling was presented by Peter Palermino, Bd.6 CT.  He 
employed a painted shoe, fl ew from a chair and danced new steps 
to illustrate traveling and all of its aspects.

Saturday began with the Interpreter Development 
Session.  Refschool, the computer aided teaching tool,  was 
explained as well as how to access the program and the costs 
involved. A crew of three training video was introduced which 
consisted of live referees with and without players.  The training 
video demonstrated all foul switches, as well as following the 
mechanics in the manual. The new trainer’s lesson plan book 
was described by Peter Webb; he spoke about how to use them 
effectively.

Felix Addeo was up next speaking on Post Play, Rebounding 
and Block/Charge with his usual wit, some great illustrations, 
demonstrations and words of wisdom.

The High School rule changes were presented by Dan 
Shepardson who did a thorough job highlighting the important 
changes and responding to questions with solid information on 
the intent of the rule. 

The highlight of the seminar was the luncheon with the 
featured speaker, NBA referee Bob Delaney who was trained in 
New Jersey as an IAABO member. Bob also authored the book 
Covert- My Life Infi ltrating the Mob when he worked undercover 
for the New Jersey State Police. Bob was dynamic relating his 
experiences as an undercover agent, his life as an NBA referee 
and the importance of being a leader. He received a standing 
ovation when he concluded and was kind enough to stay around 
and sign each book individually.  He donated half the proceeds to 
“Blow the Whistle on Cancer” in IAABO’S name.

Back to work after lunch, Dan Shepardson returned to the 
podium to present Crew of Three Mechanics. He noted that 
IAABO has adopted going opposite the table on all foul rulings 
including long switches as well.

“You make the call (ruling)” made its debut on the schedule 
with panelists Lou DeGeorge, Joe Mitchell and Mike Kitts. A play 
was shown and a panelist was asked to make a judgment, followed 
by interaction with the audience. This proved to be interesting 
as agreement on a play was sometimes diffi cult to obtain. There 
were many requests to continue this format.

Ted Montgomerey advised that this is a rule change year for 
FIBA.  He highlighted the changes, including front-court, back-
court situations, unsportsmanship fouls and some other changes 
that will take place in 2010 regarding the lane being changed from 
the trapezoid to the NBA lane. 

The closing session was presented by Peter Webb in which 
he discussed areas of concern, various points that needed to be 
reviewed, and stressed the importance of following the rules and 
the mechanics as indicated in the manual.

 All the sessions were well attended and as requested many of 
the attendees completed the evaluation forms with many positive 
comments. A sample of the comments follow: “The program was 
well put together, outstanding effort by the entire staff. Overall 
I thought this was a great fall meeting, top to bottom, a breath 
of fresh air, well organized and proceeded on schedule.” Also, 
suggestions were received.  These will certainly be considered for 
future seminars.

Thanks for coming to the Fall Seminar.  If you did not attend, 
please make plans to attend next Fall’s Seminar in Cleveland. 



Women Wanted!  Sounds simple enough, but it is a major area 
that IAABO intends to address in the upcoming year.  Simply 
put, the game of basketball needs more women offi cials to 
adjudicate its games.  Strenuous efforts are being made to address 
both recruiting women to join IAABO, as well as movement of 
the present women offi cials of the organization. The Women’s 
Coordinating Committee (WCC) plans to work to improve these 
two priority goals.  IAABO encourages all boards to make this a 
top priority and asks that each board suggest ways to help address 
this crucial endeavor.

Awareness of the need for more female offi cials in the game of 
basketball should be publicized in every way possible.  Utilizing 
our means of recruiting both male and female members to IAABO 
is a simple and easy task.  We are asking, however, that more 
members become involved to assist with our quest.  Life today has 
become more hectic, crowded and competitive.  New members 
need mentors to help them through the offi ciating maze of their 
local boards.  Females only number 5% of the total IAABO 
membership!  We plan to continue and revise our local board 
liaisons by adding a state liaison as well.

Some women feel more comfortable offi ciating together and have 
formed separate offi cials’ groups or organizations.  That occurred a 
while back in CT.  After many years of splitting the regular season, 
and then tournament games, IAABO local boards sat down with 
the group.  Long story short……87% of those members are now 
IAABO members.  The high school girl’s basketball schedules 
formerly offi ciated by the group also switched to IAABO offi cials.  
Everybody is now working all the games together! Why can’t we 
make that happen elsewhere?

It’s great watching high school, women’s college basketball or the 
WNBA and seeing females assigned to these contests…..qualifi ed, 

Women of IAABO
capable, confi dent and dedicated 
individuals who have spent 
much time and money attending 
camps, clinics and meetings to 
make themselves competent at 
their respective levels.  Many 
get lost in the shuffl e soon after 
joining an organization.  We 
should all realize that IAABO 
is the greatest training factory 
and we will only be stronger 
on the court if we continue to 
nurture our members through 
the instructional clinics and on 
court training sessions.

The most important factor in 
a female member’s career is the 
opportunity granted by a local 
board, assignor or commissioner.  If she possesses the same ability 
as her male counterpart, then why shouldn’t she be given the same 
opportunity?  Sounds simple. Doesn’t always happen.  We feel 
this is one of the areas that IAABO and the WCC can make that 
opportunity happen.  Why not?

Here is a list of WCC members.  Please feel free to contact 
us with your thoughts and comments: Bob Bernier #8, Chair,             
iaabo8@snet.net; Barbara Eppley #70, Assistant Chair,                          
eppley@pa.net; Kelly Callahan #11, Cheryl Chiari #10, Mark 
DeNucci #55, Joe Fitzpatrick #168, Eileen Ford #11, Tim Hughes 
#70, Frank Ianetta #84, Pat Laing #192, Don Marcotte #117, Jim 
Palmer #175, Mark Scarangela #70, Lisa Stone #4, Elsie Weiser 
#105, Jim Wheeler #54.
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You Are Already “There”
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To achieve maximum personal success and productivity as a basketball offi cial, one has to be highly motivated and have a positive attitude.  
Furthermore, to reach and maintain top offi ciating performance, basketball offi cials must endure the familiar physical and mental challenges 
associated with the sport, and also embrace all the positives to basketball offi ciating.  The positives are plentiful but easy to lose sight of, and even 
forget, occasionally.  Fortunately, such lapses can be minimized, if not avoided altogether, by remembering that…“You Are Already There.”

Where exactly is “there?”  Knowing the answer and understanding this question will reassure you to become a more productive offi cial and, 
more than anything, inspire self-motivation and foster a positive attitude – season after season.

Where Is “There”?
“There” is not a destination; rather, it is a point in time when 

an offi cial can fondly refl ect on their unique offi ciating journey.
To avoid any possible confusion to this analogy, it is important 

to be able to distinguish between “there” and a professional goal.  
“There” is not the accomplishment of a personal goal such as 
offi ciating a post-season assignment or any number of assignments, 
earning membership to a particular association or conference staff, 
making a set amount of earnings, or accomplishing any other 
achievable milestone that can easily be replaced by another.  These 
certainly are important from a personal perspective, but they alone 
do not measure the success of a basketball offi cial.  As it should be, 
the true measure of success for any offi cial will always be assessed 
by the offi cial.

If and when an offi cial meets a goal, that goal is replaced 
(usually) by another or a series of others – and a course is mapped 
to accomplish them.  There are too many occurrences where an 
offi cial is blinded by personal successes as having more value 
than where they are and how they got there.  “There”…is the aura 
surrounding the activity itself.

“You got to be careful if you don’t know where you’re going, 
because you might not get there.” -- Yogi Berra

A key to successful offi ciating, again, is to remain motivated.  
Many a misguided basketball offi cial has toiled long and hard 
thinking that they have “arrived,” only to realize that, upon arrival, 
“there” is not the utopia they had mistakenly envisioned.  This is 
true whether one has achieved or failed to achieve a goal.  Too 
often, disenchantment ensues which detracts from the offi cial 
maintaining or reaching top performance.  This clearly should not 
happen!  Offi cials should protect themselves against falling into 
this common trap by reminding themselves of how and why they 
are “there,” i.e., that special place where they have been all along!

What Is So Important About “There”?
What happens when an offi cial fails to meet a personal goal, year, 

after year, after year?  How does the disappointment affect an offi cial’s 
attitude and performance?  Some offi cials react in a less-than-positive 
way by not accepting that periodic setbacks are inevitable during the 
course of their offi ciating careers.  Being “there” is a privilege which 
supersedes any and all personal goals.  How offi cials react to the ebb and 
fl ow of offi ciating impacts how they mature professionally.

“It’s so important to know where you are.” -- Jim Valvano
A Taste of the Action
For many, having a “taste of the action” and enjoying successes early 

and often fuels the passion to strive for more.   Too many basketball 
offi cials become disoriented on that unpredictable path and lose sight 
of what persuaded them to offi ciate.  Some basketball offi cials become 
frustrated by dwelling (at times incessantly) on why they have not 
“arrived.”  Invariably, such frustration can often negatively affect an 
offi cial’s optimal focus.

Proof That You Have Been “There” All Along!
After pondering each of the following, basketball offi cials 

should more clearly realize that they are “there”…and have 
been all along!  Can you recall “where” you were last year, or 
the year before, or even ten years ago?  Recall your emotions, 
the people, the year, and other details surrounding:

Your fi rst basketball offi ciating assignment;
Working with a revered veteran basketball offi cial;
Being selected for a choice assignment;
The wildest game you ever offi ciated;
Your most embarrassing offi ciating-related moment;
Recalling your “Top 3” loony offi ciating-related 
situations;
An inspirational assignment (Special Olympics, 
charity event, e.g.);
Your association with a special person who made a 
signifi cant impact on your offi ciating career;
Travel SNAFU;
Your biggest on-court screw-up (and surviving it!);
Your closest friends associated with offi ciating.

“Getting there isn’t half the fun, it is all the fun” -- Robert 
Townsend

When you refl ect on your basketball offi ciating career as 
such it should become more apparent that you are fi rmly 
planted in being “there.”  For sure, there have been less 
memorable episodes as well, but would you trade it all to not 
have endured these priceless experiences?  It should be clear 
that it is the journey, not the destination, that is the ultimate 
reward to basketball offi ciating.

It is your choice to offi ciate so make the most of this 
priceless experience by appreciating your many blessings 
and exude a positive attitude.  Be thankful that you have 
the physical ability and mental capacity to contribute to a 
demanding sport.  You should be able to fi nd joy in every 
game -- even those where you could not wait to get out of 
“there!”  If you can refl ect on every game you offi ciate and 
feel that it was a day or evening well spent, then rest assured 
that…you were “there.”

“And remember, no matter where you go, there you are.” 
– Confucius

You were “there” all along:  from your game’s fi rst jump 
ball, and you will be “there” during that fi nal buzzer.  Make 
the most of what you do as a basketball offi cial.  Quite simply, 
the key to your success and personal satisfaction in offi ciating 
can be found by understanding that…“You Are Already 
There.”

The author of this article is Jeff Janosik, Independent 
Member, PA
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We offi cials watch a lot of basketball games that others offi ciate. 
Some of these we watch in person, some we watch on TV. Sometimes 
we have an emotional attachment to one or more of the players. 
Many times we watch to try to learn from other offi cials. Sometimes, 
unfortunately, we watch to point out the mistakes made by the 
offi cials, even if only to ourselves. There is something else we can do 
while we watch.

Instead of just watching the offi cials or the game, we can train 
ourselves to be better offi cials. The idea is to focus repetitively on 
certain points critical to offi ciating well so as to form habits that will 
help us when we do offi ciate. 

For example, we can form the habit of identifying the pivot foot 
each time the ball changes hands. Watching for a while with this single 
focus can be a revelation. We will be amazed how much the pivot foot 
moves and even switches while the players are trying to decide what 
to do with the ball.

There is a lesson about “acceptability” in this. If the player is not 
going anywhere, not pressed, or perhaps facing away from the basket 
as he or she turns to face it with the ball, few traveling violations are 
called. I suspect that the offi cials we see on TV have been schooled to 
ignore such “trivial travels”. However, the NFHS says a violation is a 
violation whether an advantage has been gained or not.

If we invest some time solely in identifying the pivot foot 
EVERYTIME THE BALL CHANGES HANDS the next time we 
watch a game, we can form a habit that will help us offi ciate better not 
only in mid court, but also in the free throw lane area.

The ball is a magnet for the eyes, and herein lurks a problem for 
many offi cials. When a try is launched, the offi cial responsible for 
the play must stay with the shooter until he is back on the fl oor. Only 
then can the offi cial know whether the shooter was undercut by a 
“boxing out” defender or was fl opping to try to get a ruling in his 
favor from a distracted offi cial. Once he sees the fi nish of the shot, the 
trail can succumb to the pull of the magnet because that is where his 
responsibilities are. 

The lead offi cial cannot afford to succumb to the pull of the magnet. 
Her responsibilities require an observation of how the potential 
rebounders position themselves. It may be stylish to punch home 
a goal after a foul underneath has been called, but when the lead 
watches the ball bouncing on the rim there is a real risk that some 
player will end up on the fl oor or three feet out of bounds without a 
foul ruling.

While we watch a game, we can practice ignoring the magnet. 
Phase 1 is to emulate the trail’s responsibilities and force ourselves to 
keep our eyes on the jump shooter until he returns to the fl oor and is 
clear of the defense. Phase 2 is to emulate the lead. Ignore the try for 
goal and focus on the rebounders as they jockey for position. Did one 
player displace another? Did the player who got the rebound from 
behind push the player in front, climb on his shoulder, or was he just 
taller than his opponent? Regardless of TV camera angle or where we 
are sitting in the gym, if we are looking in the right place we will know 
the answer to these questions.

It follows that if the ball is a magnet for the eyes, so is the dribbler. 
Yet almost all the challenges for offi cials lie ahead of the dribbler. 
The training mantra to “offi ciate the defense” means to look ahead of 
the dribbler to see what is going on. 

Clearly this means that offi cials have to be in a position to see 
ahead of the dribbler. If the trail is in advance of the dribbler and 

looking back or directly behind her, she cannot see what lies ahead. 
The task is to identify who is defending the dribbler and whether she 
has obtained a legal guarding position. Further, we have to see whether 
a screen is being set behind that defender. Is it legal? Add to this the 
need to see whether the ball came to rest (the dribble has ended) while 
the dribbler executed that slick crossover move. That is a lot to do. 

There is no time to succumb to the ball magnet.
As we watch a game we can train ourselves to look ahead of 

the dribbler. True, we cannot move into the bleachers to be in the 
right position to see everything in front of every dribbler, but we can 
train ourselves to focus our eyes ahead of her. From higher up near 
midcourt it is pretty easy to do this. Forming the habit to always look 
ahead of the dribbler will do wonders for our ability for getting all 
those block/charge rulings right. It is my observation that when the 
lead offi cial gets a block/charge ruling wrong, he often lets himself 
become straight-lined with the play so he cannot look ahead of the 
dribbler.

The biggest challenge is to identify the pivot foot at the end of a 
dribble. With players fl ying six or eight feet through a crowd on a 
jump stop, this is not easy. Did both feet land simultaneously? Did he 
subsequently move one? Or did he lift one or both feet and release the 
ball on a try or pass before that foot returned to the fl oor? How about 
when the whole thing is complicated by a spin move at the end of the 
dribble?

It is much more diffi cult to train our focus for end-of-dribble 
situations while watching a game than for the other situations because 
we don’t have a clue when a jump stop or spin move is about to occur. 
In some games, it never happens. Seek out a game featuring a stellar 
point guard. Focus only on him/her for the whole game to train for the 
end-of-dribble situations.

Watching a game as a training exercise is work. We may have to go 
it alone. If we can get a decent tape of a game, we can practice picking 
the best focus points as often as our brain (or family) will tolerate. It 
helps if we concentrate on one focus point at a time until we feel it has 
become second nature for us when it is our turn to do the offi ciating. 

It also pays to remember that old habits tend to reassert themselves. 
Consequently, retraining our focus for at least part of every game we 
watch is a good idea.   

Train Yourself While You Watch 

The author of this article is Bill Kenney, Bd. 168 NJ
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Bob Donato = Integrity
What does it take to be a good offi cial at any level?  Knowledge 

of the rules, good mechanics, personal skills to deal with coaches 
and players, and a “feel” for the game all answer this rhetorical 
question about offi ciating.

One must remember that offi cials are also the guardians of the 
games.  Offi cials must also have integrity -the strength to do the 
right thing in the performance of their duties.

Such an offi cial is Bob Donato of Media, PA. Let’s go back 
to Monday, February 12, 2008 in one of the typical Big East 
basketball rivalries, Villanova vs. Georgetown. As usual, it was an 
excitingly close game. With time running down and the score tied, 
Georgetown’s Jonathan 
Wallace came up with a 
loose ball and dribbled to 
the near sideline. He was 
pressured by Villanova’s 
Corey Stokes who was 
whistled for a foul, with 
would you believe one-
tenth of a second left?

The ESPN commentators 
were relentless in their 
dislike of Donato’s call 
saying it was absurd and 
that it was a rotten call at 
an even a worse time. That 
Wallace would be sent to 
the line at this late timing 
was a travesty of basketball 
justice.  To add drama to the 
scene, Wallace made the shot to win the game and put Offi cial 
Donato’s controversial call in the spotlight.

On Tuesday morning as TVs whirled with the redundant replays 
shown over and over, it was clearly proven that Stokes bumped 
Wallace so signifi cantly that a call - no matter how much time was 
left on the clock - was warranted. To complicate the matter, the 
contact caused Wallace to step out of bounds.

Further analyzed, if Donato called Wallace out of bounds and 
gave the ball to Villanova and they had scored, the criticism of that 
decision would never end. The contact caused Wallace to go out 
of bounds. So Donato made the appropriate call when it happened. 
He did not say to himself, “a no-call puts the game into overtime”. 
He correctly called the play as it presented itself in primetime. 
Each offi cial must ask himself, “Could I do that?  Could I make the 
call that calls for integrity?”

At all times in basketball, one must enact integrity. One must 
do what is right for the game. Donato did, and he was maligned at 
every turn for 24-48 hours. However, as the dust settled and cooler 
heads prevailed, Donato received the appropriate praise for doing 
the right thing. Unfortunately, this doesn’t happen often.

Several offi ciating coordinators said the controversial call 
Donato made late in the game was the right one, despite the post 
game criticism of ESPN analyst, Jay Bilas.  Jay Bilas suggested on 
ESPN that Donato should have ignored the play, that is, the bump 
and Wallace’s stepping on the line. “At that stage of the game, 
when you’re 80 feet from the basket, that’s one where there was no 
foul, and you don’t see the guy’s foot on the sideline.”

Hank Nichols, the NCAA’s national coordinator of basketball 
offi cials for nearly 20 years said he watched a video of the play 
in slow motion. “When a guy has the ball and gets body-bumped 
and the body bump forces him to go out of bounds, the referee has 
two choices. He either has to call the foul or call the player out of 
bounds. It’s the judgment on the referee’s part on what was more 
important on the play.”

Referees are taught to make a call when it is warranted, Nichols 
said. “Regardless of how much time is left at the end of a game. 
If there’s a call to be made, you call it,” he said. “It doesn’t matter 
the time or score, because if you don’t and it is a meaningful play, 

somebody’s going to get 
the bad end of it because 
you didn’t do what you 
were supposed to do.”

What if, Nichols 
hypothesized, there had 
been no whistle and 
Wallace had heaved and 
hit an 80 footer? Then the 
Hoyas would have won 
and the Wildcats could 
have said, “Well, they let 
the guy step out of bounds 
and let him take the shot,” 
Nichols said. “I mean, there 
are implications beyond 
the call. So the timing is 
irrelevant on that play.”

John Koskinen, a retired 
referee, who assigns Division III and rates offi cials for the Ivy 
League, said that the bump had put Wallace at a disadvantage by 
sending him out of bounds.

“Let’s say he doesn’t blow the whistle on the foul, and he blows 
the whistle on the out of bounds-now Villanova gets the ball back,” 
Koskinen said. “It’s a split second decision. We’ve always been 
taught as offi cials to try and let the players win the game, but when 
a player is put at a disadvantage by a bump, you’ve got to blow 
the whistle.”

Jim Satalin, the A-10 supervisor of offi cials said that Donato 
faced a no win situation. “He’s damned if he does, damned if he 
doesn’t,” Satalin said. ‘The player stepped out of bounds. What are 
you supposed to do? Why did he step out of bounds? That’s what 
the call comes down to.”

Phil Mushnick of The New York Post wrote, “There was no doubt 
that Stokes bumped Wallace so signifi cantly that a call no matter 
how much time was left on the clock was warranted. It was a legit 
call, a gutsy one, too. A foul is a foul. So here’s to you Bob Donato. 
We’ve got your back, even if it’s only to remove the darts.”

Nichols and Koskinen have known Donato for a long time and 
both agreed that he is one of the best in the business, as evidenced 
by his fi ve Final Four appearances. “He’s an outstanding offi cial 
and he’s even a better human being,” Nichol’s said.  “He has a 
great reputation both professionally and personally. He is top shelf 
all the way around.”

Integrity, that’s what one gets every time Donato enters the 
court. He doesn’t know how to offi ciate any other way.

Bob Donato instructs school attendees at the 
University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado
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Earning His Stripes - McCarthy worked his way up to Division I ranks as referee
Bill McCarthy began his career as a basketball referee as so 

many have in this area - offi ciating youth leagues and high school 
junior varsity games in the mid-1980s.

Then the passion for this 
so-called side job kicked 
in. Along with the passion 
came the commitment and 
work ethic, which is why 
McCarthy is one of the best 
college basketball referees 
on the East Coast.

McCarthy got hooked on 
offi ciating swiftly and put 
in plenty of time and effort 
to get himself to where he 
is now. And it wasn’t as 

though he was a natural from the outset, as he is the fi rst to admit. 
“I can still remember my fi rst freshman game. It was a two-day 
freshman tournament at Stamford Catholic during the weekend. 
My fi rst game, I’ve got to tell you, I wasn’t very good,” McCarthy 
said with a laugh. “I think I (only) blew the whistle when the ball 
went out of bounds. That game was on a Saturday. After the game 
the (tournament director) said to me: That’s OK, we don’t need 
you tomorrow. We’ve got two guys.’ But I didn’t get discouraged. 
I stuck with it. Once I got involved I got hooked on it.”

McCarthy stuck with it and developed so well that he is 
a referee in seven Division I conferences, including the Big 
East, and has offi ciated two fi rst-round games in the NCAA 
Tournament. He started with the Stamford Youth Basketball 
League and began offi ciating junior varsity games in the Fairfi eld 
County Interscholastic Athletic Conference in 1986. A couple 
years later Peter Carroll, the president of the county’s chapter of 
the International Association of Approved Basketball Offi cials 
(IAABO), assigned McCarthy to varsity games.

McCarthy poignantly remembers gaining experience on and off 
the court from many colleagues who were also mentors. “We’d 
do high school games, the guys would meet after the games and 
go out for a pizza, and we’d talk about plays and situations,” 
McCarthy recalled. “I learned so much from some great veteran 
offi cials - guys like Lou Filippetti, Nick Koules, Gary Liberatore, 
Gerry Costello, Louie DeMaio, Greg Blake and Jim Luchansky. 
All of these guys, we’d all meet and talk about the games. It was 
fun. You got into it and you got hooked on it.

“When I moved up to varsity, Peter Carroll started giving me 
some tough games and it helped me grow. He’s been assigning 
high school games in Fairfi eld County for over 20 years and he’s 
still doing it. He really helped me get going in my high school 
career. He was a big help.”

Lou Filippetti, who offi ciated for 33 years on the college level 
and 45 years in high school before retiring a few years ago, still 
observes McCarthy as a coordinator of offi cials for conferences 
in New England. “From the outset, Billy McCarthy was very 
dedicated with a strong desire to improve,” Filippetti said. “He 
was willing to listen. He was one of my best students. You could 
just tell by the way he carried himself that he was going places. 
Obviously his dedication and desire have paid off. What I did for 
him was not very much. I did offer him advice. 

“He did a lot on his own,” Filippetti continued. “I personally 
feel very proud about his success as a Division I offi cial. I wasn’t 
around when Bennett Salvatore started and I’ve since become good 
friends with Bennett. And, of course, Billy’s not a professional 
offi cial. But in my humble opinion, in terms of what Stamford has 
produced, Billy probably rates very close to Bennett.”

Salvatore, who is among Stamford’s best all-time, all-around 
athletes, is one of the best referees in the NBA. Salvatore 
frequently draws assignments in conference fi nals and the NBA 
Finals. Salvatore has also been a source of inspiration who has 
always been accessible for McCarthy. As coincidence has it, they 
are both Tom Robustelli’s brother-in-law. McCarthy’s twin sister, 
Teri, is married to Robustelli and Robustelli’s sister, Laurie, is 
Salvatore’s wife.

“Bennett’s been a good resource and he’s always had an open-
door policy for me,” McCarthy said. “If I had any questions or 
concerns, he said I could always get a hold of him. Obviously 
the NBA game and college game are different. I’ve never aspired 
to be in the NBA. Just to sit and talk basketball with him on 
occasion has been pretty cool. Just to talk basketball and the 
philosophy of basketball refereeing with him has been invaluable. 
Because, obviously, we all look up to Bennett and what he’s 
accomplished.”

McCarthy attended many instructional camps and offi ciated at 
many competitive summer tournaments. He also attended college 
conferences’ tryout camps, which is a prerequisite for being hired 
by a college conference. “I wanted to get better and I wanted to 
move up,” McCarthy said. “I started my college career and, again, 
I started at the bottom. I was doing college JV games and Division 
III games. After a while I moved up. I was doing Division II games 
and I was still doing high school games (in the early 1990s). At 
that time my aspiration was to do Divisiion I. I got a break in 
1997. Frosty Francis, the guy who assigned my Division II and III 
games, he also assigned the Ivy League and Patriot League. He 
hired me and gave me a contract. He gave me a chance.”

If referees fare well at conference tryout camps they are offered 
a contract. “So basically I work for seven conferences as an 
independent contractor,” McCarthy pointed out.

In addition to the Ivy League and Patriot League, McCarthy 
dons his zebra shirt in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference, 
Northeast Conference, Atlantic 10, Big East (since the 2003-04 
season) and America East.

McCarthy’s fi rst March Madness action in 2003 when top-
seeded Oklahoma defeated 16th-seeded South Carolina State and 
he offi ciated in the 2006 NCAA Tournament when second-seeded 
UCLA beat 15th-seeded Belmont.

Frank Sullivan was the long-time head coach for Harvard who 
had the coach/offi cial relationship with McCarthy and Sullivan is 
now the America East supervisor who works with McCarthy.

“Bill is a very poised professional,” Sullivan said. “He is 
tremendous with his play-calling. He has a court presence that 
exudes confi dence from the coaches and certainly does with our 
people in the America East offi ce. We are really pleased to add 
him to our staff this year. The way he conducts himself is nothing 
but exemplary. He has a great future in offi ciating even beyond 
what he’s accomplished so far.”

“One thing that distinguishes him is (continued on page 17)
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IAABO Executive Committee 
Approves Life Membership Inductees for 2009

The IAABO Life Membership Committee presented four 
outstanding candidates for induction to Honorary Life 
Membership at the fall conference held in Eatontown, New 
Jersey. The IAABO Executive Committee unanimously 
accepted these recommendations and will formally bestow 
Life Membership on these individuals at the spring 2009 
Annual Business meeting in Orlando, Florida.

William Dixon
A member of Maryland Board #12 for the 

past forty-six years, Bill Dixon has served 
as his local board president for the past two 
years and prior to that as the Vice President 
from 1990–91 and then again from 2005–07. 
In addition, he has been a member of the 
executive committee for several terms. His 

contributions at the State level include the coordinator of 
observation and coordination of officials working the State 
Playoffs, and ten years of service as the Head official for 
the Maryland State Boys’ Basketball Championship. He has 
also been called upon to officiate numerous regional semi-
finals, finals, and state finals. In 1993, he was honored as a 
recipient of the Washington Post’s Donald Huff Award for 
dedicated service to high school athletics.

Bill’s basketball commitment has been equally impressive 
with IAABO as he has assisted in the organization and 
planning for two (2) annual conferences, has served on the 
Rules and Examination Committee for over twenty (20) 
years and as a national clinician at over ten (10) national 
officiating camps. As one college coach best describes him 
“…Still Bill: reliable, steadfast, and honorable as a man and 
referee, he has given so much of his life to so many in a 
lifetime of officiating…” 

William O’Donnell
A thirty seven year member of 

Connecticut Board #7, Bill O’Donnell 
has admirably served his board in various 
capacities to include its president from 
1981-83, interpreter -1980-2007, and as an 
executive board member from 1980-2007. 
His service to Connecticut State Board #5 also includes 
terms as the president and interpreter. For his dedication and 
commitment, the State Board bestowed upon him honorary 
life membership and the James Coogan/Don Lomme Award 
in 2005. Additionally in 2005, the Connecticut High School 
Coaches Association presented him with their “Official of 
the Year Award” and a year later he was presented with 
the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference Boys 
Basketball Merit Award for his contributions to the youth 
of Connecticut. At the national level, Bill has served on 
the Rules and Examination Committee for over twenty-five  
years and has attended numerous IAABO fall/spring annual 
conferences. As noted by one fellow official “…I truly 
believe that Bill O’Donnell’s biography could serve as a 
model of what we should all aspire as IABBO members…”

John (Jack) Sweeney
Jack Sweeney is a thirty-four year 

member of New Board #40. He has served 
tirelessly on the local, state and national 
level in various capacities to include Board 
#40 president 1979-81 and interpreter from 
1991-2001.  He has received honorary life 

membership for his numerous contributions to the Board 
and its members. He has served New York State Board 
#19 in a similar capacities as its president from 1990-92 
and state interpreter from 1996-2003. His dedication to the 
State of New York is only exceeded by his contributions at 
the national level where he served on the Audit and Budget 
Committee from 1988-92 and as its chair from 1996-2003. He 
has also served on the Constitution, Rules and Examination, 
Visualization, Nominating Committees and currently has been 
a member of the Executive Committee since 2003 representing 
Region 1. As his nominator indicated in presenting Jack’s 
application: “…Jack is a walking billboard for IAABO. He 
loves officiating basketball but as an IAABO member, he is 
special…he preaches to anyone who’ll listen “One Rule, One 
Interpretation”   

Elsie Weiser
Elsie Weiser basketball career has spanned 

over fifty-five years both during her early 
days as a player to her initial involvement 
in officiating. Her affiliation with IAABO 
began when she met the infamous Vermont 
Board #105 Secretary/Treasurer Roger 
Sheridan. Her plight was to convince Roger 
to incorporate women into the Board #105 structure. Roger 
ultimately agreed and in 1978 one Local/State Board was 
formed incorporating men and women’s basketball officiating. 
Elsie’s advocacy has continued to foster the improvement of 
Women’s officiating through her work as a clinician, member 
of Vermont Board 105’s executive committee where she 
served as its president from 1993-95, and as their IAABO 
voting delegate at their annual spring business meetings.

Her national committee work speaks for itself as she served 
as the assistant and chair of the Women’s Coordinating 
Committee for over twenty-seven years, the Membership 
Development Committee from 1981-85, the Nominating 
Committee in 1995, and her current committee assignment on 
the Visualization and Education Committee where she began 
her service in 1987 and continues to serve on that committee 
today. She was honored with being inducted into the Vermont 
and Northeast Hall of Fame in 2003 for her leadership in 
advancing the role of women in sport. Most remember her 
late husband “Bud” Weiser who was also a strong advocate of 
IAABO and accompanied her to many of our spring and fall 
conferences. As one of her supporters clearly articulated:

“…Elsie is front and center whenever help is needed and 
whenever encouragement is called for, she is upbeat and 
positive….most importantly, the modeling (continued on page 15)
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It Matters To Both Teams
 As we get set to start the new basketball season, we must review 

how the new changes will affect the game on the court.  At all 
times it is imperative that we, as offi cials, remember that what we 
adjudicate Matters to BOTH teams! Following are some quick 
tips on how to make the best rulings this upcoming season.

Player alignment along the lane line requires that only the 
fi rst space on each lane line be occupied. The other lane spaces 
may or may not be occupied and may or may not be alternated. 
After checking the fi rst lane spaces, the offi cial should not be 
concerned, beyond the rule in place, about a lane space(s) being 
vacant or which teams occupy lane spaces two and three.

Disconcertion must be monitored by the offi ciating crew. 
Defensive players often employ tactics which serve no other 
purpose than to disconcert/distract the free thrower. Disconcertion 
must be penalized. When the rule is enforced, disconcertion tactics 
are eliminated. If the defensive team commits a foul hindering 
the opponent from freedom of movement which could prevent 
a scoring opportunity, the violating team must be penalized. The 
defense caused the problem. The penalty calls for the offensive 
player to have an unhindered try for goal. 

 Restrictions of players occupying free throw lane line spaces 
(9.1). The rule does not permit a player to break the outside plane 
of the free throw lane line with a foot until the ball touches the 
basket ring or backboard. The offi ciating crew must CARE about 
this. It Matters to BOTH teams! The offi ciating coverage of free 
throw play must match the coverage attention of all other play. 
Enforce the rules.

End of game fouling. The losing team’s strategy is to commit 
fouls at the end of the game and place the opponent on the free 
throw line with the hopes of getting the ball back via rebounds. 
The new rule change nearly guarantees the fouling team will 
get the rebound. The offi ciating crew’s attention, coverage and 
rulings given to a free throw situation coupled with the coverage 
and rulings regarding end of the game fouling is vital. It Matters 
to BOTH teams! Offi ciate these situations just as we do when we 
review video tapes – concentrate, be focused, etc. 

Rough play. When the rules governing free throw lane line and 
lane spaces play are enforced, there is very little opportunity for 
rough play. The rule, to a very great extent, eliminates opportunity 
for rough play. When the offi ciating crew is not lax in its attention 
and the rules in place are enforced, violations are very few, rough 
play is rare and fair play exists.

Crew Coverage 
Trail or Center coverage.  Do not close down until the ball 

touches the basket ring or backboard. The coverage technique 
prior to the change (1997) of the rule regarding lane line 
restrictions called for the offi cial to close down upon the release. 
The restrictions have changed (1997), the players across the free 
throw lane must be monitored. 

Lead’s coverage position. With the fi rst space moved up 
one space plus the old neutral zone space, the Lead offi cial is 
positioned near the endline and assumes the best coverage angle. 

Trail’s coverage, crew of three. During the fi rst one or two 
attempts of multiple free throws, the Trail offi cial is positioned 
next to the center restraining circle (except in special needs 
situations). The responsibilities include assisting with free throw 
coverage.

Free Throw Lane Line Spaces Changed (8.1.4 b,c,d,e)
Another free throw lane line space change has been made to 

increase the percentage of rebounds for the defensive team. The 
fi rst free throw lane line space has been eliminated. Now, rule 
8.1.4 b,c,d,e moves the fi rst free throw lane line space to above the 
old neutral zone space mark.

In 1956, a rule change was made in order to increase the 
percentage of rebounds to the defensive team. This change placed 
a defensive player in the fi rst lane space on each free throw lane 
line. The change resulted in the defensive team getting sixty 
plus percent of the rebounds. In 1997, a second rule change was 
made for the primary purpose of eliminating much of the rough 
play during free throw. This change restricted the players, in 
marked lane spaces, from breaking the plane of the free throw 
lane line until the ball touched the basket ring or backboard. It 
also increased the percentage of rebounds to seventy plus percent. 
In 2003, the number of offensive team players occupying lane 
line spaces was reduced to two spaces. This change resulted in 
the defensive team’s rebound percentage increasing to the eighty 
percent range. With this 2008 rule change, it is expected that the 
defensive team’s rebound percentage will increase again to nearly 
ninety percent.

This year’s change only affects the fi rst lane space on each lane 
line being moved up toward the free throw line. The fi rst lane 
space is just beyond the old neutral zone space. Now there will 
be a new marked lane space, the third space, nearer the free throw 
line. The remaining rules governing free throws and the free throw 
lane area have not changed.

Mechanic Change  (continued from page 1)
There have always been guidelines in place for communication. 

When necessary, communication will and should take place.  Offi cials 
should refrain from being drawn into long conversations. There are 
situations when it is necessary for an offi cial to initiate a conversation, 
if the offi cial thinks doing so will help. However, generally the offi cial 
should be a listener and respond only when necessary. Offi cials 
should be careful not to delay the game by listening and/or conversing 
unnecessarily. The number of times a game should be interrupted for 
coach-offi cial communications should be kept to a minimum.

Additional rational for changing the foul procedure mechanic 
include:

Places the ruling offi cial in a key free throw administrative position
Enhances the accuracy of the correct free thrower and the number 

of free throws
Fewer opportunities to affect the offi cial’s attention
Decreases perception that coach-offi cial exchanges are 

confrontations
Decreases the perception that the coach is getting his/her way
Decreases the perception that the coach is “straightening” out the 

offi cial
 Rule 10. 4.1 States that the Head Coach shall not:

Disrespectfully address an offi cial.1. 
Attempt to infl uence an offi cial’s decision.2. 
Object to an offi cial’s decision by using gestures.3. 
Incite undesirable crowd gestures.4. 

By moving opposite, situations are avoided that draw attention when 
the coach and the involved offi cial are in close proximity.



One Giant Leap For FIBA
On April 26th of this year, FIBA announced rule changes in a 

press release titled “The FIBA Central Board approves historic 
rule changes”.  It struck me like The Chicago Daily News headline 
from a few years back ‘A giant leap’, more about that later.  The 
declared intent of FIBA was “to further unify all existing game 
rules and to have, in the future, only one set of rules for the 
game of basketball worldwide.”  “All existing game rules” being 
another phrase for FIBA and the NBA.  Coincidently, due to the 
commonalities between the NBA and NFHS rule sets, they also 
bring the NFHS and FIBA rules more in sync.  The result is that 
FIBA looks a lot more like the game at your local American and 
Ontario high school than in recent memory.  For those of us here in 
Ontario where there is a mixed schedule of NFHS and FIBA rules, 
it should create more consistency on the court for the players and 
offi cials alike.  

Some of the announced rule changes come into effect as of this 
October 1st while others will come into effect either in 2010 or 
2012, dependent on the level of competition in which they are 
implemented.  The latter implementations include some of the 
more “historic” changes that will impact more on how the game is 
played and thus have greater impact on us as offi cials in respect to 
positioning, focus, anticipation and interpretation.  These include 
changing the key from a trapezoid to the NBA rectangle, moving 
the three point line a half meter back and 
introducing the no charge semi-circle as in 
the NBA.  As for now, here is a rundown on 
the rules coming into effect as of October 
of this year.  

The fi rst FIBA change is actually going 
away from the high school game and 
prohibits the wearing of T-shirts under the 
game uniform.  The collective sigh can be heard all the way to the 
moon.  “Ah, uniforms,” the bane of many an offi cial.  “Why do we 
enforce this stuff?” ,“It’s the coach’s job!” sound  familiar? The 
message is clear though.  It doesn’t matter if its NFHS, NBA or 
FIBA, image and integrity are important.  Following the rules is 
important.  Upholding the rules, not picking and choosing which 
rules to enforce, is good for the image and integrity of the game.

Under the past set of rules in FIBA, if a player was injured 
and received treatment and their team had no eligible players to 
replace them, they would still have to be substituted and the team 
disadvantaged for at least a “tick of the clock”.  The new rule now 
allows them to continue playing if the team would be reduced 
to less than fi ve players with the effect being that a team is not 
disadvantaged by playing four on fi ve for a play until the next 
substitution opportunity.

How often have you heard the phrase “Reward good defense”?  
As per NFHS, FIBA now allows a defensive player to jump 
from his/her front court to gain control of the ball in the air by  
intercepting a pass or recovering a fumble by the other team 
and then land in the backcourt.  No violation shall be ruled for 
returning the ball to the backcourt.  As an offi cial, it is now not 
necessary to know the front or backcourt status of the defender 
when he/she goes airborne.  Instead of being so concerned with 
the feet, the offi cial can focus more on players challenging for the 
ball and possible contact.  For those of us who do, we can now 
say “Great hustle” without having to had stopped play to give the 

other team the ball for a throw-in.
The wording has been changed to clarify that time out and 

substitution opportunities exist for both teams when the ball is dead, 
the clock is stopped, the offi cial has fi nished communication with 
the table and when the ball becomes dead following a last or only 
successful free throw.  The interpretation document specifi cally 
clarifi es that this includes a goaltending or basket interference 
violation even in the last two minutes of play.  This makes it 
much clearer and should eliminate some misinterpretation and 
misapplication that has taken place.   Some time-out requests had 
been ignored after a goaltending violation based on the premise 
that only the team scored upon could request a time-out.

The defi nition for how to start a dribble now includes throwing 
the ball deliberately off the backboard.  Although the high school 
rule book doesn’t including it in the defi nition of starting a dribble, 
it is consistent with NFHS rules pertaining to ball location and the 
backboard.

In FIBA and NFHS it is legal when a player who is lying on 
the fl oor gains control of the ball.  Unlike NFHS, FIBA allows 
a player to fall to the fl oor with the ball without being ruled a 
traveling violation.  Both rule sets allow for a player to slide, 
due to momentum, on the fl oor with the ball. Either rule sets also 
stipulate that it is a violation should a player then roll or attempt 

to stand while holding the ball with the 
caveat that NFHS does allow a player to 
sit-up legally if a player is on his/ her back 
holding the ball.

 A historic change, from my viewpoint, 
that does go into effect this year is that when 
dribbling from backcourt to frontcourt, the 
ball doesn’t gain frontcourt status until both 

feet of the dribbler and the ball are in contact with the frontcourt. 
The old rule being that either foot or the ball touching the 
frontcourt established frontcourt status and then the dribbler had 
to maintain forward motion.  This created ideal trapping situations 
for the defense just as the dribbler was crossing the division 
line.  As in NFHS, the dribbler can now reverse directions and 
dribble straddling the division line as need be.  As an offi cial, we 
can expect the trap to come once all three points (both feet and 
ball) have entered the frontcourt.  As the covering offi cial, as in 
offi ciating an NFHS game, we have to keep that wider periphery 
to offi ciate the potential screens around the division line.

 In FIBA, once a shot has hit the ring, it is legal to bat it away 
even if in the cylinder and/or having a chance to go in.  The new 
basket interference rule closes an unintended loophole where a 
player could reach through the basket from below and do the same 
without penalty.  This change prevents a player reaching through 
the ring at any time to touch the ball whether shot, passed or has 
already touched the ring.  Basket interference in the judgment of 
the offi cial now includes grasping the ring if it prevents the ball 
from going in.  Not word for word NFHS, but closer.

You can make a parallel between the intentional foul in NFHS 
and the unsportsmanlike foul in FIBA.  The intent is clear in 
both rule sets.  Players should be making an attempt to play the 
ball.  The new FIBA rule stipulates that unsportsmanlike contact 
includes a defensive player contacting an opponent from behind 
or laterally attempting to stop a fast 
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Life Membership Inductees (continued from page 11) 

FIBA    (continued from page 11)

she sets through example is an inspiration to developing offi cials…”
Felix Addeo
IAABO’s 70th President has been a long standing 

member of New Jersey Board #33, serving as their 
secretary/treasurer from 1985-1992 and continues as 
their secretary to this day. Felix has also served his 
Board in other positions to include Vice President,

President, and in 2006 as Assistant Interpreter. He 
was one of fourteen original founding Trustees of the New Jersey State 
Board #1 and continues in that role today. He also served as the State Board 
President in 1993.

At the International level, Felix has served in various capacities to 
include the Audit and Budget Committee which he ultimately chaired, 
rules clinician at several fall meetings and has authored several articles 
for the “Sportorial” and the National Federation publication entitled, 
“Offi cial’s Quarterly”. Felix’s has served on the IAABO Executive 
Committee since 1996 which culminated with his elevation in 2006 to the 
Vice Presidency and President-elect positions; assuming the Presidency 
at the Spring Meeting in April 2008. Felix can best be described as the 
consummate “Team Player”. His dedication to whatever he undertakes 
and the conscientiousness he demonstrates are not surpassed. His 
leadership and vision for IAABO clearly identifi es him as an outstanding 
recipient for Life Membership.

The Life Membership Committee encourages all local/state Boards 
to consider honoring outstanding IAABO members who have shown 
through their contributions and commitment, an exemplary desire to 
foster the growth, purpose and ideals of IAABO.  Criteria include being 
a registered member of IAABO at the time of nomination for minimum 
of thirty years and are at least 55 years of age as of December 31st of the 
year in which the candidate is nominated. 

Board Secretary/Treasurer’s should note that candidate nominations 
for the IAABO Life Membership candidate pool for 2010 must be 
received by June 1, 2009. A complete listing of the criteria, guidelines, 
and application are available on line at www.iaabo.org or by contacting 
the IAABO Offi ce.

break when there is no opponent between the offensive player and 
the basket.  It now also includes the interpretation that contacting 
an opponent while the ball is either in the offi cial’s hands or at 
the disposal of the thrower on a throw-in that prevents the clock 
from starting is unsportsmanlike.  Sound familiar?  See the NFHS 
points of emphasis from a few years back.

 Lastly, rough play is again a point of emphasis (fi ve of the last 
eight years) for NFHS.  The new FIBA rule addresses one aspect 
of rough play.  Unlike NFHS, who went the opposite direction on 
this a few years ago by making it a violation, FIBA stipulates that 
a technical foul can be called on a player for excessive swinging 
of elbows without contact. 

 Oh, The Chicago Daily headline, it was from July 21st, 1969.  
Okay, I admit, maybe I’m exaggerating things a little comparing 
the signifi cance of the two headlines.  An estimated half a 
billion people around the world probably weren’t glued to their 
television sets waiting with awe and trepidation for the announced 
rule changes on April 25th, the day before.  Nevertheless, as for 
Neil Armstrong on July 20th, 1969, the world certainly looked 
smaller from where he stood. The FIBA announcement made 
the basketball world look that much smaller.  And as the rest of 
the basketball world contemplate this giant leap, it’s only a small 
step to us in the know that offi ciate high school basketball in the 
United States and Ontario. 
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Once again, IAABO has committed its 
interest in supporting the American Cancer 
Society. In turn, IAABO is encouraging 
its Boards to encourage their membership 
in becoming involved in the “Offi cials vs. 
Cancer” campaign that IAABO champions.  
Last year, IAABO offi cials made the incredible 
contribution of over $39,000 to this effort.  
IAABO was able to proudly present this check 
to the American Cancer Society and Coaches 
Against Cancer at the Final Four drawing 
positive attention to our fi ne organization.    
Based on last year’s success, IAABO’s goal 
for the current season is to raise $50,000.  

Offi cials are to consider contributing 25% 
of one game fee during the week of January 
26 - February 1 to the “Offi cials vs. Cancer” 
campaign.  One may contribute more or less.  
All donations make a difference regardless of 
the amount.  It is also important to note that 

all donations are tracked and the monies are sent back to the area from which it was donated.  Please note that all checks/money 
orders should be made payable to the “American Cancer Society”.  This is a change 
from last year.  

For a donation, each offi cial is provided with a “Fox 40” whistle to blow during the 
week of January 26-February 1 to make the public aware of the IAABO campaign 
and its support of the American Cancer Society.  IAABO board secretaries have 
received information on how to obtain whistles for all board members.  The whistles 
are “Fox 40” whistles and the colors are pink and white for the current campaign.  It 
is recommended that IAABO offi cials use “white” whistles for the boy’s games and 

“pink” for girl’s.  Every 
game offi ciated during 
this period should be 
offi ciated using the 
appropriate colored 
whistles.  Even 
offi cials who choose 
not to contribute will 
aid the cause by using 
the pink and white whistles provided by IAABO.  By providing 
each IAABO member with a whistle, we hope to not only meet the 
$50,000 goal but to make the public aware of IAABO’s drive to fi ght 
cancer.

In addition to the whistle, IAABO is offering an “Offi cials vs. 
Cancer” t-shirt to promote this important cause. Offi cials, who are 
interested in purchasing a t-shirt to further show their support for 
this campaign, may order the t-shirt by completing the attached order 
form.  The cost of each t-shirt is $20.00 plus shipping and handling 
($4.95).  All proceeds from the sale of the t-shirts will be donated to 
the “Offi cials vs. Cancer” campaign.  

Besides helping a cause that tends to touch all of us, your board 
and IAABO will receive favorable PR. Local IAABO Boards should 
take the opportunity to promote IAABO and its good intentions to 
its community during this week by asking game authorities to draw 
attention to the whistle at the onset of the game.  Hopefully, with 
your help IAABO’s check presentation this year will be $50,000 to 
The American Cancer Society.  

“Offi cials vs. Cancer” 
Proceeds will benefi t the American Cancer Society.

Name:  _______________________________

Board No. _________________

Address:  _____________________________

_____________________________________

Shirt Size: ____________________________

Amount enclosed:  ______________________
Make checks payable to:

IAABO
Mail to:

P.O. Box 355
Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 
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Bill McCarthy   (continued from page 10)

his mechanics on the court are impeccable,” Filippetti said. “He just 
looks and acts professional on the court at all times.”

Mickey Crowley was a college referee for about 40 years. Crowley 
offi ciated Michigan’s thrilling 80-79 overtime victory over Seton 
Hall in the 1989 NCAA Tournament fi nal and he went out on top as 
his last game was the 1991 fi nal when Duke beat Kansas, 72-65.

Crowley, now Coordinator of Offi cials for the Ivy League and 
Patriot League, concurred with Sullivan and Filippetti and added that 
strong attribute is that McCarthy stays calm when t hings get heated. 
That trait especially bodes well for him in college basketball.

“First of all, Billy is a very, very nice young man,” Crowley said. 
“He has a tremendous feel for people. Probably the most important 
thing in offi ciating is how you handle people. We can teach anybody 
to raise a hand and point to a person who fouled somebody. We can 
teach anybody to watch a clock. But the most important thing is how 
you handle people. He’s fi rm and he’s fair and he handles people 
very, very well. Billy does a great, great job of that.”

“My number one priority is to get the plays right, and I want to 
provide a level playing fi eld for both teams,” McCarthy said. “I 
want a coach to know I’m working as hard as I can. I want to try to 
communicate with them. I want to try to defuse a situation. I’m not a 
big technical foul guy. If I can communicate with a coach and work 
the game along I will.”

Crowley added, “When we get evaluations from both conferences, 
Billy is evaluated very, very high by all teams. I can put him on any 
team and feel very comfortable he’s going to do fi ne.”

McCarthy’s main vocation is as a real estate agent for the Stamford 
offi ce of Country Living, where he was recently honored for leading 
in new listing volume in October.

“I have the fl exibility to do this (offi ciating) in the winter,” 
McCarthy said. “What started out as part-time job has evolved into 
a challenging job. The travel is one of the toughest parts. If I had a 
9-to-5 job I’m not sure if I would be able to get out and do this. The 
games stretch out from Maine to Florida to Missouri, wherever the 
supervisor sends me.”

That time away from home is the proverbial fl y in the ointment. 
McCarthy’s son Billy was a four-year starter for the Stamford High 
School ice hockey team from 2003-07 and his son Shane is a solid 
junior with the Black Knights, so McCarthy has missed watching 
more of their shifts on the ice than he would prefer.

“There are sacrifi ces,” McCarthy said. “I’m away from home, I’ve 
got two kids playing hockey during winter, and I want to be at those 
games I miss. But they understand and my wife Noreen knows I love 
it and she’s been behind me all the way. If I don’t have the support at 
home I can’t do this.”

So McCarthy anticipates doing this for quite a while longer.
“As long as I stay healthy and as long as they want me at the game 

I’m going to continue doing it,” McCarthy said. “I enjoy it. I enjoy 
the competition, I enjoy the camaraderie with the guys I work with. I 
want to continue to grow year after year and hopefully get back to the 
NCAA Tournament. They only select 96 referees for that. To be one 
of 96 is an honor because there’s a lot of good referees out there.

“It’s all been positive, from Stamford Youth Basketball to the 
NCAA Tournament,” McCarthy added. “It’s been a pretty good little 
journey with good memories along the way. I just want to keep it 
going.”

By Bob Greeney, The Advocate, Stamford, CT

IAABO Schools are Tops

The IAABO Offi cials’ Schools had a very successful summer with 
sell outs at the University of Massachusetts – Lowell and Susquehanna 
University located in Selinsgrove, 
Pennsylvania.  In addition, the University 
of Northern Colorado in Greeley, Colorado 
had a strong turnout along with the two 
schools at the Wide World of Disney in 
Orlando, Florida.  The schools focused on 
classroom instruction using a variety of 
presenters with timely topics, followed by 
on the court offi ciating with an observer 
providing a fi lmed critique for each offi cial.  
Attendees received important feedback 
immediately following their assignments 
and later had a chance to view the video of their game.

Plans are already in the works for next year as expansion is planned 
for the school at UNC-Greeley.  
Observers and assignors from 
all 18 regions in Colorado 
will be invited to participate.  
IAABO’s  hope is that this will 
attract attendees from every 
region throughout the state.  
The school is being supported 
by Colorado State Board No. 4 
as they plan to continue to offer 
scholarships to attendees.  

Offi cials are encouraged to 
think ahead to next summer.  Incorporating a summer vacation with the 
family in conjunction with the Orlando Offi cials’ School is an easy way 
to please everyone in the family.  This can be a fun time for the family as 
well as a learning opportunity.  The level of 
play at the schools in Disney is some of the 
best in the United States.  

Regardless of where you live, it is a 
good idea to plan ahead to attend one of the 
IAABO Summer Schools.  Please check out 
the IAABO summer sites at the University 
of Massachusetts – Lowell, Susquehanna 
University in Pennsylvania, the University 
of Northern Colorado in Greeley or the 
Orlando schools.  Pictured here are attendees 
and staff members in action. 



Sandy Hoffman, Bd. 6 CT, recently 
umpired the Senior Little League World 

Series.  Hoffman, a Connecticut native and 
IAABO member, offi ciated the Senior Little 

League World Series as one of 12 umpires 
from around the world. Hoffman, who 

has worked baseball for over 20 
years, was the second base umpire in 
the championship game.  The senior 
Little League World Series is held in 
Bangor, Maine at Mansfi eld Stadium, 

the stadium that science fi ction author and huge Boston Red Sox 
fan, Stephen King, built for the youth of New England. This was 
the seventh year that Bangor and the beautiful Mansfi eld Stadium 
has hosted teams from around the world. The ten teams were 
represented by outstanding players of ages 14, 15 and 16. The 
teams involved this year were from British Columbia, Canada, 
Curacao in Latin America, Lithuania, Philippines, Hawaii, 
Florida, Maine, New Jersey, 
Ohio and Texas. The previous 
six years of this World Series 
has produced dozens of major 
league, minor league and 
division one players. At times 
foreign players are signed to 
contracts immediately after 
the championship game is 
played. This year the team 
from Deerfi eld, New Jersey 
defeated Curacao to become 
the 2008 Senior Little League 
World Series Champions.

The Oregon Sports Hall of Fame & 
Museum announced its 2008 class of 
inductees. According to Mike Rose, executive 
director, the Hall of Fame will induct 
seven new members to join over 325 prior 
inductees. The presentations were made at 
the Multnomah Athletic Club during the 29th 
annual induction ceremony.

This year’s class includes former Trail 
Blazers standout, Jerome Kersey; legendary, 

long-time Benson High School basketball coach, Dick Gray;  former 
Cubs, Pirates, Tigers and Portland Beavers third baseman, George Freese; 
U of O track standout and acclaimed Nike designer, Tinker Hatfi eld; 
passionate Oregon State linebacker, Jack “Mad Dog” O’Billovich; 
Oregon Bicycle Racing Association director, Candi Murray; and 
basketball offi ciating leader, Howard Mayo. Howard Mayo represents 
a new induction category, Offi ciating, added to recognize outstanding 
achievements of offi cials across all sports categories.

Howard Mayo – Offi ciating
Howard Mayo began offi ciating high school basketball games in 

Butte, Montana in 1956. In 1960, he relocated to Portland and continued 
offi ciating high school games. From 1962 until 1983, Howard refereed 
small college basketball in both Oregon and Washington.

From 1977 until present, Mayo has served as Commissioner, of the 
Portland Basketball Offi cials Association (PBOA), and is a past president 
of the organization. As well, he has served as instructional chair for 
PBOA, conducting clinics throughout Oregon, Washington and British 
Columbia. He continues to conduct annual rules/mechanics clinics for 
PBOA, and for all State of Oregon rule interpreters for the OSAA. 

Howard is currently State of Oregon rules interpreter for OSAA, and 
serves on the State Offi cials Fee Review Committee and State Offi cials 
Council for the OSAA. He continues as a regular supervisor of offi cials 
for OSAA at various boys and girls state tournaments, and regularly 
assigns offi cials for over 115 schools in the greater Portland area.

Mayo is a life member of the International Association of Approved 
Basketball Offi cials (IAABO), and has been a member of that 
organization’s instructional staff at offi ciating camps held annually 
at WSU. He has also served on the Rules and Manual committee of 
the National Federation of High Schools, from which he received a 
distinguished service award in 1994.
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IAABO Life Member Howard Mayo 

Inducted into Oregon Sports Hall of Fame 

IAABO Refresher Exam – 2008 should read as follows:

17. A-1 is erroneously awarded the ball out-of-bounds instead of a one 
and one.  A-1 inbounds the ball to A-2, who tries for goal.  The try is 
unsuccessful and rebounded by A-3.  A-3’s try for goal is unsuccessful 
and rebounded by A-4.  The error is now recognized.  The offi cial awards 
A-1 his/her one and one with no players on the lane and resumes play at 
the point of interruption.  Is the offi cial correct?
30. A-1 is located in the backcourt and passes to A-2.  A-2 catches the 

ball with his/her right foot touching in the frontcourt and the left foot 
off the fl oor.  A-2 places the left foot to the fl oor in the backcourt.  The 
offi cial rules it a backcourt violation.  Is the offi cial correct?
53. Contact occurs between the airborne shooter A-1 and B-1. The try 

is successful.  One offi cial rules a foul on A-1 and the other offi cial rules 
a blocking foul on B-1.  The offi cial disallows the basket and uses the 
alternating possession procedure to resume play.  Is the offi cial correct?
56. During a jump ball to start the overtime and before either team gains 

control, B-2 commits a common foul on A-2.  Team A is in the bonus.  
The offi cial instructs the scorer to set the alternating possession arrow 
when the ball is placed at the disposal of A-2 for the fi rst free throw.  Is 
the offi cial correct?

Refresher Test Errata 

IAABO Offi cial Participates
 in Senior Little League World Series

IAABO members (shown L-R), Dennis Kelly, Bd. 27 MA, Beth Kuzmeski, 
Bd. 8 CT, and Larry Ruffi ng, Bd. 105 VT, offi ciated the NCAA Division III 
Women’s Championship game in Holland, Michigan, March 2008. 
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The IAABO 
Training Manual. 
recently updated 
for the 2008-
09 basketball 
season, is now 
available to all 
IAABO Board 
I n t e r p r e t e r s .  
Each lesson 
plan is broken 
down to include 
presentation time, goals, measurable 
outcomes, methods of instruction, 
material/equipment needed, presentation 
notes, questions and a summary.  The 
cost of the manual is $100.00 plus $5.95 
shipping and handling.

Membership Services

DVD Library

Scorer, Timer,
Shotclock, and 
Pregame Card

Tired of being lectured at your interpretation 
meetings?  Enhance your meetings 
by showing a DVD from the IAABO 
Offi ciating Library.  DVDs are an excellent 
way of sharing offi ciating perspectives 
from other top offi cials and clinicians from 
around the United States and Canada with 
your local board.  The DVDs listed below 
are available to all IAABO members.  The 
cost is $20.00 per DVD plus shipping and 
handling.  Phone (717) 713-8129 to place 
an order.

2008
Block-Charge; Post Play and Rebounding 
by Felix Addeo
Crew of Three by Dan Shepardson
Crew of Two by Craig Bradley
Free Throw Administration and Throw-in 
Procedures by Jeff Smith
Legal Issues by Alan Goldberger
Traveling by Peter Palermino

2007
Correctible Error; Basket Interference and 
Goaltending by Jimm Paull
Crew of Two by Dan Shepardson
Traveling; Continuous Motion; and Control  
by Ray McClure
Where Do I Stand? – Time-outs; 
Coaching Box; Offi cial Positions by Ted 
Montgomery

2006
Dead Ball Effi ciency by Felix Addeo
Legal Issues “Familiar Questions” by Alan 
Goldberger

IAABO Training 
Manual

High School and 
College Rules Books

Additional copies of both the high school 
and collegiate rules books are available 

through the 
I A A B O 
offi ce. The 
cost is $18.00 
for the high 
school book 
and $13.00 

for the college book plus shipping and 
handling.

ECOURT ™ 
ECourt ™ is an 
invaluable tool 
that should be 

incorporated into all board interpretation 
meetings.  The program includes an 
electronic basketball court with moveable 
offi cials and players, a pregame conference 
card, and rules changes (since 2002-03) 
all in one program.  ECourt ™ enables 
the user to illustrate plays, move the ball 
from player to player and illuminate the 
offi cial’s primary coverage area and fi eld 
of vision cone.  ECourt ™ (both Crew of 
Two and Crew of Three) is available for 
download from the internet for $40.00.   

Refresher Exams
All Board Secretaries and individual 
members have been sent copies of the 80 
question Refresher Examination.  IAABO 
member’s are encouraged to use this 
excellent test as a review for the upcoming 
season.  The comprehensive exam is 
prepared by Roger MacTavish, Chairman, 
Rules Examination Committee, and his 
committee members. 

IAABO 85th
Anniversary Pins 

IAABO pins celebrating 85 years of offi ciating 
excellence are available through the IAABO 
offi ce at a cost of $3.00 each plus shipping 
and handling.  Supplies are limited.

IAABO service pins and certifi cates are 
available for purchase through your local 
board secretary.  Individual members 
interested in purchasing service pins may 
contact the IAABO Offi ce.  To view the 
pins and certifi cates, visit the IAABO 
website at www.iaabo.org. 

Service Pins and 
Certifi cates

Scorer, Timer, and Shotclock Cards  
Scorer, Timer, 
and Shotclock 
Cards are 
available to all 
IAABO Board 
S e c r e t a r i e s 
u p o n 
request.  The 
instructional 
cards are provided as a service to schools 
that are serviced by local IAABO boards.  All 
cards were updated for the 2008-09 season.

Pregame Cards Pregame cards for the 
current season have 
been forwarded to 
all board secretaries 
and individual 
m e m b e r s .  
Additional cards 

may be purchased for $1.00 each plus 
shipping and handling.  These 5x8 inch 
coated cards feature a court diagram for 2- 
and 3-person crews as well as pregame topic 
reminders.



When was the last time you visited Mickey?  Has your child walked through Cinderella’s 
castle yet?  IAABO’s Spring Meeting, to be held April 23-25th in Orlando, will offer your 
family the perfect opportunity to mix business with pleasure.  IAABO is proud to announce 
that it is returning to beautiful sunny Florida for its Spring Meeting.  The activities will be 
held in the newly renovated, former Grosvenor Hotel now known as the Regal Sun Hotel 
which is located next to Downtown Disney and close to all Disney activities. The IAABO 
family would love to welcome your family and hopes you will make every effort to attend.  

To encourage more family participation this spring, IAABO plans to incorporate several 
“family friendly” activities to entice you to visit the magical land of Mickey and his friends.  
The weekend will begin at the fi rst hole of the Lake Buena Vista Golf course, one of the premier 
courses in Orlando.  Tiger played here!  

IAABO is gearing up for the offi cials’ meeting as well.  The IAABO offi ce is working 
diligently to make all sessions informative, interesting and succinct.  Roundtables will be held 

for Board Secretaries and Interpreters.  Organizational 
matters for the secretaries and educational developments 
for the interpreters will be the roundtable focus.  
Members are encouraged to send topics to Donnie Eppley 
at the IAABO offi ce, so that matters at the local level are 
heard at the national level.  IAABO is anxious to hear 
the committees’ progress after their initiatives of the 
past basketball season.  Reports of their successes will 
be presented Sunday morning.  IAABO will elect a new 
president on Sunday morning to continue the positive 
progress we have made in the past year under the excellent direction of Felix Addeo.  

 The IAABO highlight of the spring meeting is the Life Membership luncheon on Saturday.  
IAABO is honored to acknowledge the careers of fi ve of our members who will be inducted into 
IAABO’s version of the Hall of Fame.  IAABO is proud to celebrate our members who have achieved 
this status because of their dedication and service to IAABO.  We hope these seasoned veterans 
consider bringing their grandkids to Disney to share in this honor and to make memories of a lifetime.

IAABO Lines
Condolences to:  Neil Berniker, Bd 52 NY, on the passing of his wife; IAABO Bd 260, Illinois on the passing 
of longtime member John Katzler; Peter McKenize, Bd 95, passing of his mother; Board 9 on the passing 
34 year member Ron Wallisa; Don Marcotte, Bd. 117 NH, on the passing of his brother; Bd 130 MA on the 
passing of Board Past-President Dick Nagle; Bd. 9 CT on the passing of Ron Wallisa; Sharon Haddock, Bd 
12 DC, on the passing of her mother; Tom Camera, Bd. 12 DC, on the passing of his father; Tim Laurain, 
Bd. 211 ONT, on the passing of his father; Mike Davis, Bd. 12 DC, and Bill Davis, Bd. 214 MA, on the 
passing of their mother; IAABO Past President Jack Doyle, Bd. 27 MA, on the passing of his mother-in-
law; David Parola, Bd. 95 MA, on the passing of his mother; Ray Bernier, Bd. 95 MA, on the passing of his 
father; Brandon Bernier, Bd. 95 MA, on the passing of his grandfather; Scott Bach-Hansen, Bd. 255 VA, on 
the passing of his mother; Jim Ahmann, Bd. 311 GA, on the passing of his sister and brother-in-law; Kevin 
Osadchuk, Bd 100, Thunder Bay, on the loss of his mother.

P.O. Box 355
Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 
November/December  2008
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IAABO Spring Meeting - Orlando, Florida


